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Cameroon was forcefully partitioned between France and Britain in 1916 and reunified on October 1, 
1961 into a federation. From the ban of multipartism in 1966, referendum in 1972 and the name change 
from the Federal Republic of Cameroon to the Republic of Cameroon, the federation was abandoned for 
a unitary state in which Southern Cameroons aka Ambazonia suffered political repression, economic 
asphyxiation, cultural erosion, social injustice, moral degradation and religious pollution. In 2016, a 
series of peaceful protests gave rise to a rebirth of nationalism. For more than 4 years, the country has 
plunged into a civil war in which Ambazonians are advocating for an outright independence from a 
failed union. From shield my family movement, social media activism to Takumbeng, a traditional female 
militancy from Bamenda, this paper shows the place of women on the road to self-government. It also 
shows national and international women who have given little or no effort to assist their fellow women 
in the affected communities. This paper also documents the clergy who were shot as well as the divers 
initiatives undertaken by the churches. The Catholic Church thinks that it can mediate between the 
belligerents but there is a divergent view between the Francophone and Anglophone priests, which is 
not strange because Christians and their leaders watched and/or participated in the genocides in Nazi 
Germany and Rwanda. All government actions so far are considered unworthy, insignificant and public 
show compared to the magnitude of the historic and continuous excruciating pains the people are 
suffering from. Quoting from President Ronald Reagan, “the government of Cameroon solves the 
problem because the government is the problem”. The only option is for a mediator for an open, frank 
and inclusive dialogue without precondition to solve this problem of failed decolonization leading to 
attendant recolonization and six decades of subjugation. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Kamerun was a German protectorate from 1884 to 1916 
when the country was defeated during the World War I. 
The colony was forcefully partitioned into 2 major parts in 
which 80 and 20% of the territories went to France and 
Britain, respectively. The British further divided their 
share into two administrative units: British Northern 
Cameroons and British Southern Cameroons. Using the 
indirect rule system, the British attached the United 
Nations Trust territory of Northern Cameroons who were 
mostly Muslims to the Northern House of Assembly of 
Nigeria while the Southern part who were mostly 
Christians was attached to the Eastern House of 
Assembly of Nigeria. Southern Cameroonians feared a 
domination of Igbos (Nigerian tribe) in trade, education, 


public and private employment, politics and social life 
(Amaazee, 1990). This phenomenon  is_ called 
Igbophobia. In 1953, the Southern Cameroons 
representatives in the Eastern House of Assembly in 
Enugu were not happy the way they were treated. During 
a trip to London from July 30 to August 22, 1953, the 
Southern Cameroons delegation asked for a separate 
region of its own which was granted. Elections were held 
in 1954 and the parliament met on October 1, 1954, 
under Dr Emmanuel Mbela Lifafe Endeley as first Prime 
Minister. Five years later, Endeley was defeated in 
elections on February 1, 1959 by John Ngu Foncha 
(Federal Republic of Southern Cameroons, 2021). One 
can insinuate that the interest of the United Kingdom in 2 


strips of non-contiguous land was to join it to the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, thus making a more rectangular 
country than just a mere need of a new colony. From this 
analysis, one can understand any efforts to develop a 
new country was never in the agenda of the United 
Kingdom. 

In the French Cameroon, nationalists were already 
advocating for independence. Deferre’s Reform Act 
passed in the French National Assembly on June 23, 
1956, transferred a number of powers from Paris to 
French African colonies, the Prime Minister of French 
Cameroon, Andre Marie Mbida took part in the National 
Assembly. He was not convinced the reform act was 
geared towards African freedom. The French government 
manipulation removed him and Ahmadou Ahidjo took 
over his place just as the Prime Minister, Patrice 
Lumumba was removed from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and replaced just after three months of power. 
They preferred Ahidjo because he will take instructions 
without questioning his master, the French government. 
After the independence of the Republic of Cameroon in 
1960, Mbida rejected the single-state party proposed by 
Ahidjo and was sent to prison for objecting the proposal 
of the president. This is one of the few documented case 
of a senior French Cameroonian official who understood 
as far as 1956 that France was not ready to give full 
independence to its colonies. Knowingly or unknowingly, 
the state party has been the main mechanism the 
government has used since independence, thus 
contributing to the Ambazonian genocide (Everipedia, 
2021). 

Between October 1, 1954 and September 30, 1961, the 
United Nations Trust Territory of Southern Cameroons 
was a prosperous and autonomous state under Nigeria. 
They had an airport and a wharf in Tiko which served for 
the transport of goods. The British had also continued 
with the banana plantation which the Germans had 
started (Bederman, 1966) though the plantations were 
mostly resold to German investors, a move which was 
considered by the French as a near rejection of the 
territory. Southern Cameroons had a full government 
without an army, currency, and foreign representation. It 
is particularly important to say that it was one of the 
fastest growing economies in West Africa contrary to 
political information asserting that it was not economically 
viable to run its affairs. Conversely, their independence 
was stolen because Britain and France were afraid of 
communist tendencies which started in French 
Cameroon. Understanding how much people were afraid 
of communism during the cold war, British Southern 
Cameroons was asked to gain independence by joining 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria or the French Republic of 
Cameroon (La Republique du Cameroun). With the 
challenges they had in the Eastern House of Nigeria, they 
thought that joining French Cameroon was a better option 
(Anyangwe, 2010). Southern Cameroonian politicians 
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were unanimous on the fact that independence was 
neither supposed to be by joining French Cameroon they 
left in 1916 nor Nigeria they just had issues in the 1950s. 
from this standpoint, it should be clear that the rejection 
of complete independence on the plebiscite was a 
Western agenda that placed Southern Cameroons in a 
predicament. 

After the plebiscite of February 11, 1961, 
representatives from Southern Cameroons met in a 
conference in Bamenda and recommended a 
decentralized federation with a bicameral legislature (Kofi 
Annan_ International Peacekeeping Training Centre, 
2019). From July 17-21, 1961, delegates of the French 
Cameroon (henceforth referred to as East Cameroon) 
met with the delegates from Southern Cameroons 
(henceforth referred to as West Cameroon) in Foumban 
to work on the constitution. John Ngu Foncha who had 
received the draft constitution earlier did not show his 
delegation (Ngoh, 1999). When the delegation realized 
that he had it weeks in advance, they treated him as a 
traitor. Debates were hot and from time to time, the 
Southern Cameroon delegation thought that 4 days was 
too short, and the conditions of a central government was 
not good. At the end of the conference, they agreed to 
join French Cameroon with an_ English _ state 
headquartered in Buea and a central government in 
Yaoundé, stating clearly that the federal nature of the 
country should never be changed. When the accord was 
finalized, the French Ambassador to Cameroon at the 
time, Mr. Pierre Messner who was directly behind the 
negotiations stated clearly that France has just increased 
its influence in Central Africa. In his own words, the sham 
federation was safe for appearance, annexation of West 
Cameroon (Jua and Konings, 2004), just as President 
Paul Biya acknowledged in 2019 during the Paris Peace 
Forum that they have done everything to assimilate 
Southern Cameroons. From this statement, one could 
see that France and Britain had deals that were unknown 
to the public. Britain collected 20,000,000 pounds from 
France in compensation for the banana plantations they 
had established. Today, one does not know if the money 
was for the plantations alone or it included 800,000 
Southern Cameroonians at that time. Like Hon Joseph 
Wirba stated in Parliament in 2016, “We are not your 
slaves. You did not capture us in war’. To erase all traces 
of the existence of Ambazonia as a state, all archives 
were lotted to Yaoundé while the rest was destroyed so 
that the young generation should not grow to know their 
history (Free Southern Cameroons, 2016; Anyangwe, 
2019) 

In July 1946, the United Kingdom parliament published 
the Trusteeship Agreements for British Cameroons and 
the United Nations General Assembly validated the 
agreement on December 6, 1946. Foncha the then Prime 
Minister of Southern Cameroon at the time of 
reunification and the general populace concur that the 
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Foumban Conference was a discussion to be followed-up 
in preparation for the UN _ sponsored _ International 
Conference, but the UN_ sponsored International 
Conference never happened. The purpose of the 
conference was for Britain as administering authority of 
the UN Trust Territory, Southern Cameroons and the UN 
will be there; and the conference is to be chaired by the 
UN according to the Plebiscite manifesto (Fongum, 
2002). 

Between 1961 and 1972, there was a lot of political 
manipulation from President Anmadou Ahidjo who might 
have been working to accomplish the French agenda on 
the people of Southern Cameroons which was known as 
West Cameroon. Before reunification, the British experts 
had said that the country will be wasting its resources to 
develop southern Cameroon. In the late 1960s, crude oil 
was discovered in Victoria (today called Limbe). Crude oil 
deposits among other natural resources made President 
Ahidjo to propose a referendum in which the ballots were 
‘YES’ and ‘Oui’. Many people who did not want the 
proposed agenda voted for ‘oui’ not knowing that it was 
yes in French (Ngenge, 2017). In summary, 1972 
referendum permitted President Ahmadou Ahidjo to 
demolish all the institutions of the Federation, that is to 
say: 


(a) the legislature and the government of East Cameroon 
(Ayim, 2010) 

(bo) the legislature, the government and the House of 
Chiefs of West Cameroon (Fongum, 1985) 

(c) the legislature and the government of the federation of 
Cameroon (Fongum, 1985). 


After the referendum of May 20, 1972, the central 
government dissolved the West Cameroon state and all 
its institutions. The name of the country was changed 
from the Federal Republic of Cameroon to the United 
Republic of Cameroon. Economic asphyxiation and 
political exclusion were accelerated from this era. The 
referendum was a_highwater mark of Ahidjo’s 
mischievous and cynical schemes that will finally lead to 
the birth of nationalists (others wrongfully call them 
separatists) in West Cameroon. 

From June 2, 1972, complete dictatorship was installed 
in Cameroon. The president: a) was given all the 
authority of the nation; b) all powers exercised by the 
center; all powers of the provinces and d) all authorities 
of the federal legislature. In effect, there was an 
assimilation plan which was carefully masterminded by 
the French through the French ambassador to Cameroun 
and his consular officer in Southern Cameroons. There is 
documented evidence through declassified 
correspondences between the Ambassador and his 
consul guiding him on how to assist Ahidjo in annexing 
the people of Southern Cameroons. The flag was 
modified from the two stars in the green stripe to a 


single star in the red stripe in 1975. 

President Pal Biya came to power in 1982 and later 
divided West Cameroon into two administrative units: 
South West and North West Provinces. In 1984, he 
further changed the name of the country from the United 
Republic of Cameroon to Republic of Cameroon by Law 
L84-001 of February 4, 1984 (Fongum, 1985), crushing 
all hopes of pluralism and freedom which was a big 
disappointment to Southern Cameroonians who practiced 
vibrant multiparty politics. Fongum Gorji-Dinka coined the 
place name Ambazonia, which he first used in a letter 
addressed to the President Paul Biya on March 20, 1984 
(Fongum, 1985; 2018 Professor Bernard Fonlon, 
Professor Carlson Anyangwe and Fongum (1985) 
authored ‘The New Social Order’ which claimed that the 
English-Speaking provinces of Cameroons had the right 
to secede from Cameroon. The pamphlet informed the 
president that he has_ indirectly declared the 
independence of West Cameroon since the name 
Republic of Cameroon is the same name that was used 
in 1960 when French Cameroon gained ‘independence’ 
from France. Dr Nfor Ngala Nfor wrote a letter to the 
Cameroon patriot which was banned. In summary, 
citizens of an autonomous state called Southern 
Cameroons saw themselves in a different country called 
La Republique du Cameroon within 23 years. The 
Gambia court rulings which outrightly favored the 
independence of Southern Cameroons. 

In fact, the entirety of the crude oil in Cameroon is in 
the Anglophone South West Region, which has “reduced” 
Anglophones to sorry spectators in the management of 
their oil wealth (Cameroon Concord News 2017). The 
administrators and all top government officials are 
Francophones and the final product is taken to Douala, a 
Francophone city, by a pipeline. Following the laws of the 
Francophone-dominated government, the taxes of the 
natural resource is paid to Douala were the pipeline ends 
and not the development of Limbe where God gave the 
resource from creation. The worst part is that the 
government gives a formula to calculate how fuel prices 
are calculated throughout the country using distance as 
the main dependent variable. Limbe is not the departure 
and the North West pays higher prices than the other 
regions following the formula given by the government. 
The waste of oil refinery, asphalt, is used to construct 
roads in French cities while the South West has some of 
the worst roads in the country. For example, there is not 
road to Ndian Division while many divisions hundreds of 
miles away had nice roads before 1992. 

In 1990, the Social Democratic Front (SDF) was 
launched in Bamenda with an objective to address some 
of these issues especially a return to a two-state 
federation. From 1990 to 1994, there have been a series 
of issues including the resignation of John Ngu Foncha 
and Solomon Tandeng Muna from the ruling party. As the 
main architects of the union, they felt disappointed with 


the situation. After the failures of SDF, Ambazonia 
Restoration Council, All Anglophone Conferences | and II 
and the Southern Cameroons National Council were 
formed and since then, they have been observing 
October 1 in Ambazonia despite the highhanded, 
repressive, haughty and cynical government. The 
Anglophones formed many pressure groups and a 
delegation travelled to the United Nations. In 1996, anew 
constitution was drafted to address some of these issues. 
Exactly, two decades later, the problem degenerated 
because less than 5% of the proposed constitution was 
put into practice. This is a story of aborted decolonization 
leading to attendant recolonization. Women have stood 
up from the traditional level in the kitchen to particularly 
important decision-making positions to assist the 
population and end the war. 

At the beginning of the crisis, men like Wilfred Tassang 
for the Cameroon Anglophone Teachers Trade Union 
and Agbor Balla Felix Nkongho for the Common Law 
Lawyers led the protests. The government sent Professor 
Jacques Fame Ndongo, Minister of Higher Education 
followed by Professor Paul Ghogomu and Philemon 
Yang, Prime Minister. Professor Elvis Ngolle Ngolle and 
Paul Atanga Nji spoke for the ruling Cameroon People’s 
Democratic Movement (CPDM) while Mr. Issa Tchiroma 
Bakary, erstwhile Minister of Communication, was very 
influential in fanning the flames. Minister of Justice, 
Laurent Esso was calling on policemen to harass the 
lawyers. The Catholic priests wrote a stinker to the 
government outlining all the problems that Anglophones 
have been going through. Mr. Ni John Fru Ndi led his 
close collaborators to march in Bamenda and Buea. Hon. 
Joseph Wirba spoke in the parliament. Looking at this list, 
no woman is mentioned as any true African society. 

Women became victims of torture and rape, (Karl, 
2020). Social problems like juvenile delinquency, teenage 
pregnancies and school dropouts are affecting the 
women more than the men (International Crisis Group, 
2018). With time, many of them came out with the peace 
plant (Dracaena diesteliana) locally called Nkeng, a sign 
of that they want peace. Peace plant has been planted in 
the Western Highlands (Grassfields) to signify a 
boundary between two compounds or farms but it some 
cases, it could also be used when the chief sends a 
messenger to talk to someone in the community. 


Women showing pacific resistance. 
Credit: Mami Gera 
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Humanitarian assistance was the first activity of 
Ambazonian women in the diaspora. The first project | 
created was to assist teachers who were laid off once 
schools were closed. Shield my family was a movement 
formed by six of us to raise awareness of the crisis. We 
had red tapes on our mouths. When we peeled the red 
tapes off, it signified that women will never be quiet 
again. We marched in Washington D.C. and made a 
fundraising conference for humanitarian purposes. At the 
end, about $8,000.00 was raised and the Southern 
Cameroons Women Movement (SCWM) was formed. 
Through the SCWM, funds were raised to purchase 
reusable pads from China and distributed to internally 
displaced persons through the Ayah Foundation. 


Credit: Mami Gera 


Care for the orphans and corpses that were littered all 
over the communities. People did not believe the first 
pictures from Bafut, Later, | coordinated fundraising for 
prisoners in Kondegui prison followed by raising $4,000 
to feed victims of war. We remember the graphic images 
of Florence Ayafor, a warder in Bamenda central prison. 
On September 30, 2019, she was dismembered in Pinyin 
Santa Subdivision in the North West. 

Biya declared war on September 30, 2017 
(International Crisis Group, 2018). Due to raising 
insecurity and raiding of homes, women were victims of 
rape, torture, maimings, killings and all human right 
abuses. Like Deborah in the Bible, women have taken 
the courage to join the struggle to protect their homes or 
in some cases because the lady has lost family members 
and is now looking for revenge. There are cases where 
the girl is the lone survivor of his family. 

In January 2018, Paul Biya illegally extradited 47 
Ambazonian leaders from Nigeria where they have gone 
to take refuge. Their wives staged a_ peaceful 
demonstration after prison officials in Yaoundé refused to 
account for their whereabouts. Barrister Fru John Nsoh 
was able to secure their liberation from the dark, 
overcrowded underground seals to the prison from where 
they were given an unfair trial in which the judge was the 
witness. Consequently, the kangaroo court gave all the 
leaders life sentences before acknowledging that 
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Southern Cameroons had a serious problem that affects 
national integrity. 


Mystical and _ psychological prowess of _ the 
Takumbeng, a traditional Female Militancy 


The contribution of women in the Bamenda western 
Grassfields in politics from colonial rule manifested itself 
in many different forms of civil disobedience in openly 
unfriendly acts (Kah, 2011). From 1958 to 1961, Kom 
women in Boyo cast aside their regular house chores and 
agriculture to engage in a revolt against British 
administrative interference in agriculture and _ the 
purported plan by the Kamerun National Congress to sell 
community land to Nigerians. An/u, an organization of 
elderly women interfered with burial rituals; threw insults 
at men in public; demanded all public institutions to shut 
down followed by civil disobedience thus, defied both 
traditional and British authorities in the Bamenda 
Grassfields of western Cameroon (Mougoue, 2018a). 
Their tactics included undressing before men. They were 
a big force in the landslide victory of the Kamerun 
National Democratic Party in 1961, which brought a 
restoration of political order at the time of independence 
(Shanklin, 1998; Mougoue, 2018 a, b) 

Takumbeng (Takembeng) a female social movement in 
which post-menopausal or older women participated in 
most challenging behaviors. Takembengs are the most 
recent in a lengthy tradition of female mobilizations in the 
Western grassfield. There are three different forms of 
Takumbengs. The first set of women exercising moral 
guardianship involved village women mobilizing to 
humiliate individuals who violated key community moral 
standards. A second period involved women from many 
villages connecting with one another to protest colonial 
and post-independence rules, primarily agricultural, from 
the 1950s on. Lastly, Takembeng is these local 
gatherings were transformed into a more political practice 
which would be targeted against political institutions 
(Fonchingong & Tanga. (2007). 

In the culture, reverence for the private part is 
reverence for the woman and her creator. A woman can 
forgo all else but not her vagina which is at the center her 
entire womanhood. Takumbengs came to the limelight in 
1990s on the heels of political liberation and has gained 
momentum during the ghost towns. These are four major 
instances where the society came out to demonstrate. 
Firstly, it was after May 26,1990- After six citizens were 
killed in a pro-democracy protest, Takembeng women 
began organizing (Fonchingong & Tanga, 2007). 
Secondly, Takembeng women openly challenge security 
forces of Cameroon in a march to the provincial 
governor's house July 5, 1991. Forces of law and order 
become largely powerless against the women when they 
strip, and the march is completed (Fonchingong & Tanga, 
2007). Thirdly, after the 1992 Presidential Elections — 


Opposition leader Ni John Fru Ndi was placed under 
house arrest. Takembeng women_ surrounded his 
compound to prevent his formal arrest and provided him 
with food and access to supporters (Diduk, 2004). Finally, 
Takembeng women provided a protected trip for Fru Ndi 
from Bamenda to Douala for a diplomatic trip outside 
Cameroon in 1998 (Diduk, 2004). 

Takumbeng originated from Bafut, my birthplace and it 
was an opportunity for me to call for the movement on 
October 1, 2017 in which women both on ground zero 
(home) and abroad dressed in white loin, popularly 
known as rapper, and tied their hair with red cloth holding 
kitchen utensils as weapons of defense. Some of the 
reasons Takumbengs do not stripe off themselves today 
may be due to Christianity and social media, thus, 
reducing the impact of the movement. If women created 
secret (sacred) groups on social media in which they 
come to the public once a while using press releases as 
a means of communication for their international 
mobilization, they would have amplified their impact. 
Centuries ago, the women had palm fronts in their 
mouths and did not speak a word compared to the 
screaming, chanting and yelling we hear today. To dilute 
the impact or significance of movement, Biya’s CPDM-led 
Takumbeng dress with black clothes, holding grass or 
leaves in their hands. They only come out when they feel 
like an ‘atrocity has been committed by Amba Boys. 
Some political groups like South West/ North West 
Women’s Task Force died a natural dead because their 
ideology did not fit the needs of the community. 

New Takumbeng strategies are like contemporary 
female resistance in the Niger Delta State in the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. Protesting women from mid-Eastern 
Nigeria have been pressing for concessions from oil 
companies. One of the defiant women leaders stated this 
resolve clearly when she claimed vehemently that the 
“Federal Government and oil companies like to oppress 
us. Since we are already suffering, we do not mind if we 
die on the flow stations” (Ukeje 2002). In Liberia, the 
collective activism and traditional secret societies of 
women served as mechanisms for the mobilization of 
women for development and democratization (Steady, 
2006). Mougoue (2018) link these groups to violence and 
separatist tendencies. This position is correct for the 
princesses, but the suffering masses look at it as an 
existential movement. Like Ronald Reagan cautioned us, 
the government cannot solve the problem, the problem is 
the government. If someone has been in the position of 
Ambazonia from 1922 and followed the cynical reaction 
of the United Nations, France, United Kingdom and the 
Republic of Cameroon, then, it will be normal to take any 
position. 


Not all women care. 


While appreciating all the amazing things women have 


been doing in the society to help, we should mention that 
a few women have been a disgrace to their peers. No 
single female political figure has stood up for their peers 
because of greed. In Cameroon, it is popularly said that 
they have consumed bread and sardine which is regularly 
shared at CPDM rallies. In fact, they are people who live 
only by wearing the effigies of the President. Top on this 
list is Professor Pauline Nalova Lyonga who was the Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Buea in 2016 when the 
crisis started with teachers trade unions. She brought in 
policemen into the university campus who tortured, 
maimed and defiled the students by beating them with 
batons and even asking them to roll inside mud. The mud 
covered their faces, head, stomach and even the private 
parts. This was a desecration of womanhood (Free 
Southern Cameroon, 2016). 

A few months after committing this felony, she was 
promoted to the cabinet position of Minister in charge of 
Secondary Education. If a person is compensated for 
such a heinous crime, then, it goes a long way to proof 
what others claim that Paul Biya is ruling the country with 
diabolical powers. The Vice Chancellor of University of 
Ngaoundere, Cameroon, Professor Uphie Chinje Melo is 
part of an association called Cameroon Women for 
Peace. They sit down in public places under the watchful 
eyes of the Cameroon military pretending to be wailing 
for their children and family members lost during the war. 
The party that preached rigor and moralization cannot 
even pronounce those words during party gatherings. 
President Paul Biya, chairman of the ruling CPDM party 
said that the elite must become the architect of the 
profound change- and bring about a new social order 
(Fongum, 1985). The female elites have not followed the 
party principles if one goes by these words and these 
professors have shown beyond doubt that they went to 
school but school did not go through them. 

Chantal Biya, the wife of President Paul Biya, has the 
biggest humanitarian organization in her name. Members 
of the organization are female cabinet members or their 
spouses and diplomates (PRC, 2021). Since the 
Anglophone crisis started, she has not said a word not to 
talk of sending assistance. It means that the organization 
is political and/or for-profit organization and not the 
contrary as it has presents to the world. However, this 
attitude is not strange because she has always given a 
red-carpet reception to victims of Nsam fire disaster in 
Yaoundé in which two trains collided on February 
14,1998 and left more than 200 dead (Yufeh, 2009) but 
never gave assistance to the August 26, 1986 survivors 
of the limnic eruptions at Lake Nyos causing 1,746 
human and 3,500 animal deaths (Wikipedia, 2021). This 
is a glaring example that Cameroon has always been two 
and divisible. The Foumban Accord was clear of the two 
and divisible Cameroon but condemn anyone who will 
rise to question the federal system of the country. Article 
47 on 1961 constitution which brought the two states into 
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a union stated that any revision of the federation was 
inadmissible. 


International community 


This section will examine at the good and the bad female 
characters at the international level. If it was possible to 
give a Nobel prize for peacebuilding in Cameroon, it 
could be awarded to Serena Gould from Dickinson State 
College. Through her lens, she has brought awareness, 
criticism and empathy of the Anglophone crisis to the 
American audience in her thesis entitled, “The Genocide 
that Everyone Should Have Seen Coming: How the 
Cameroon Anglophone Crisis Extends Colonial Forces of 
Domination and Consent” (Gould, 2019). In the preface, 
she is using my privilege to shed light on an issue that is 
illegal and dangerous to speak about for Cameroonians 
hoping that greater awareness and _ nuanced 
perspectives, there can be more intentional and informed 
involvement in the peace process with and in Cameroon. 
She also raised the place of justice before peace which is 
a key aspect of what the frontline leaders of the 
Anglophone crisis emphasized before President Paul 
Biya and the Francophone-dominated government 
denied and of severed internet connection followed by 
repressive curfews and raining showers of bullets, thus 
bringing about negative peace (Dze-Ngwa 2006; Gould, 
2019). 

For close to 15 years, Angela Dorothea Merkel has 
been recognized as the most powerful woman on the 
planet. She has been the chair of Christian Democratic 
Union, first female Chancellor of Germany, a de facto 
leader of the European union and referred to as the 
leader of the free world since 2016. As a former colony, 
Amazonian women would have been looking up to this 
woman but no comment for now. If the English man says 
no news is good news, then we may differ in this case. 
The most powerful woman is supposed to stand up for 
her weak peers. It is not about an election. Rather, 
targeted killings are meant to eliminate all the young men 
and take the women into slavery. There is no other time 
for a woman to speak against the heinous acts that are 
committed daily than today. As she prepares to step 
down, we hope for a better chancellor who will address 
the war. 

French had to sign Trusteeship Agreement which 
legally bound them to adhere to the UN charter on 
trusteeship territories, which called on them to promote 
the political, economic, social, and educational 
advancement of the populations of the trust territories, 
and their progressive development towards 
independence. As a member of La Francophonie, much 
would have been expected from this organization created 
in 1970 to promote peace, and sustainable development 
in member states. The Secretary General, Louise 
Mushikiwabo has never issued a statement about the life 
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of her fellow women in Ambazonia. It is better said in 
French that ‘qui ne dit rien consent’ literally meaning 
silence is agreement. Personally, | expected 
Mushikiwabo to use her experience as a woman who 
lived the Rwandan genocide in 1994 and inform the 
member states of the extermination of Southern 
Cameroonians in general and her fellow women. 

The Commonwealth of Nations is one of the world’s 
oldest political associations of states dating back to the 
British empire. The Secretariat works all over the 
Commonwealth, to: 


e protect the environment and encourage sustainable 
use of natural resources on land. 

e support democracy, government and the rule of law 

e develop society including gender equality, education 
and health. 

e support small states, helping them tackle the 
challenges they face. 


Patricia Janet Scotland, Baroness Scotland of Asthal PC 
QC, is the sixth Secretary-General of the Commonwealth 
of Nations. When the anglophone crisis stated, activists 
and politicians all over the world called her high office to 
intervene. Without any field work, it is quite easy to 
understand the over exploitation of our forests like oil and 
forest by the French dominated government. She could 
also understand that there is no democracy where a 
single man wins for 38 years. Examples abound of in the 
Anglophone and Francophone parts of the country of 
arbitrary detentions, excessive use of power and 
extrajudicial killings. Southern Cameroons has become 
poorer than the British left them in 1961. The crisis stated 
when teachers trade unions called on the government for 
reforms. For 4 years, some children have not been to 
school. Women are in the bushes using leaves to pad 
themselves and giving birth on banana leaves. With all 
the ethnic cleansings, religious persecution, political and 
economic asphyxiation, Scotland covered her eyes with a 
golden status and may envelopes under the table. By 
sidelining these four objectives of the Commonwealth of 
Nations, Scotland has shown without doubt that she is 
unfit for the post and women in Southern Cameroon have 
been waiting for her resignation. 

The United Nations has shown that it cannot respects 
its own resolutions. There is no union treaty between the 
Republic of Cameroon and Ambazonia. The current 
annexation, assimilation and extermination are against 
the principles of the United Nations Charter. As Mehler 
(2013) rightly put it, we have been fooled that watches 
over the entire world. 


The church and Ambazonia 


The name Ambazonia comes from the Amba Bay colony 
of free slaves under the control of the British Baptist 


Missionary, Alfred Saker. From the bay, Christianity 
entered Victoria where the first church was planted 
before Christianity entered the nooks and crannies. It is 
not surprising that the trusteeship agreement between 
the United Kingdom and the United Nations on 
Cameroons specified that missionaries would come and 
erect religious buildings. Consequently, situation in 
Ambazonia is partly religious persecution due to the 
proportion of Christians in Ambazonia compared to 
Francophone Cameroon. A glaring example is Fon’s 
street in Bamenda with a dozen churches while the same 
busy street in Francophone Cameroon will count a dozen 
bars. From church history till today, women dominate the 
church partly due to the emancipation that the Bible 
teaches. When Fon Fongum Gorji-Dinka sat with Dr 
Bernard Fonlon and Professor Carlson Anyangwe to draft 
the New social order, one can see their religious beliefs 
from the inspiration they drew from the Bible and the 
politeness with which they addressed the Head of State. 
However, they stated clearly that there were only two 
options to solve the problem of the Southern Cameroons 
subjugation: peaceful and violence. For six decades, 
peace did not succeed, and violence has taken over the 
land. 

At the beginning of the crisis in 2016, the Catholic 
Church in the North West Region addressed a 
memorandum to President Paul Biya recording the same 
issues that his own party will later take as the resolutions 
of the Major National Dialogue in 2019. Later, the 
Cameroon Baptist Convention and the Presbyterian 
Church in Cameroon wrote letters and organized fasting 
and prayer meetings. One of these sessions was entitled 
operation 7-7 in which 7 million Christians were mobilized 
to pray for 7 hours each. 

As the war continued, Cardinal Christian Tumi has 
been crisscrossing the country and discussing with both 
fractions. In one of his outings on televisions, he was 
worried why the Head of State has refused to receive 
him. Cardinal Tumi has used his influence to conduct a 
survey on the war. He has document gross violation of 
human rights, torture, killings and maimings which have 
caused the people to revolt. He proved that each day that 
the war rages on, more people want a complete 
independence. From the beginning, it was just a fraction 
but the last figures he presented where getting to 79%. 
Despite facing accusations from both parties, he has 
remained resolute in quest for lasting peace. 

The church has lost a lot of priests and pastors. Some 
of the cases that were well documented include: 


1) Pastor Elijah Keloh in Sabongari, North West (Smith, 
2019) 

2) Father Cosmas Omboto Ondari, 
Mamfe, South West (Lee, 2018) 

3) Charles Trumann Wesco, an American missionary 

killed in Bamenda, North West (BBC, 2018a; U.S. 


Kenya priest in 


Department of State, 2019) 

3)Father Alexendre Sob Nougi, Priest for Bomaka, Buea, 
South West (BBC, 2018b) 

4)Benjamin Tem, a Bible translator shot in his house by 
Fulani extremists under the watchful eyes of the military 
(Smith, 2018; Flannagan, 2019) 


This is one of those moments that the Catholic Church 
leadership has failed to take a position just like in 1990 
when multipartism started. The Francophone clergy has 
always stood away from the Ambazonian clergy 
(International Crisis Group, 2018). 


Way forward 


Peace does not come before social justice. If there is 
social justice, peace just falls naturally. You cannot 
reconcile without getting into the root causes of the crisis. 
— Professor Willibroad Dze-Ngwa (Foretia Foundation, 
2018). Justice includes and is not limited to: 


1-Release all detainees arrested in connection to the 
Anglophone crisis like the famous NERA10 (a group of 
10 Ambazonian leaders arrested in Nera Hotel and 
extradited to Cameroon) that have been sentenced to 
life imprisonment, all those that were arbitrarily arrested 
from their homes etc. 

2-Account for all those that were summarily executed or 
missing prisoners and those buried in mass graves will 
be exhumed for a befitting burial. 

3-Provide the funds to reconstruct hundreds of villages 
burned during the crisis as well as public buildings. 

4-Pay reparation for infrastructural, institutional and 
economic retardation caused during the past 60 years. 


If the perpetrator can be held accountable, it will create 
an enabling environment for normalcy to return in the war 
zones. After the peace, a negotiations table with be set 
up in the presence of a third party who may be a world 
power like the United States of America or an institution 
like the United Nations. 


CONCLUSION 


As Anyangwe (2019) puts it, all colonial occupants try to 
change the demographics of the territory by transferring 
them to his own territory as mass influx of Ambazonians 
fleeing the genocide is observed in French cities today. 
Demographics are also changed by the targeted killings 
of all males like the Biblical kings like Pharaoh of Egypt 
and Herod of Rome. They will marry the women and 
change the social, economic, cultural and educational 
system of the territory. Presently, francophones are living 
freely and exercising their activities in Ambazonia and 
one can understand how much this procedure has been 
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advanced for four years. In fact, the army of Biya in 
Ambazonia is doing exactly what Adolf Hitler did to 
colonies in Europe, yet the world washes as the people 
are in complete inhalation. French Cameroonians are 
forcing themselves into Ambazonia to have unlimited 
access to their natural resources that they are already 
plundering, and they hope to take over the people 
territory and the entire territory. In 2020, the Norwegian 
Refugee Council ranked the Ambazonian genocide as 
the most neglected crisis on the planet (Norwegian 
Refugee Council, 2020) and the government of 
Cameroon solve the problem because the government is 
the problem (Reagan, 1981). In the most recent Senate 
resolution, the United State called for strategic collective 
effort to put pressure on the government of Cameroon 
including all available diplomatic and punitive tools. 
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